[image: image1.png]L

King County





Mental Health, Chemical Abuse

And Dependency Services Division
Department of

Community and Human Services

CNK-HS-0400

Chinook Building

401 Fifth Avenue, Suite 400

Seattle, WA 98104

206.263.9000

206.296.0583  Fax

206.205.1634  Fax – Clinical Svcs.

206.205.0569  TTY/TDD
King County Community Organizing Program

Board Meeting Summary
November 25, 2008
Board Members present:  Liz Wilhelm, Snohomish County; Helena Stephens, City of Bellevue Youth Programs; Kim Walker, Maple Valley Community Center; Mark Howard, City of Seattle Police Department.

Staff Members Present: Cheryl Hanson, Laura Quinn, and Stefanie Fox, Community Organizers. 

· OPENING AND UPDATES 

Everyone gave personal and professional updates.

· ORGANIZER REPORTS

Greater Seattle: Stefanie Fox, Organizer

Stefanie reported that her organizing work this month has focused on supporting a number of emerging coalitions. In particular, she is working with a group that is trying to pull together many of the young people and service providers from the Central District and South End who are doing work to prevent and intervene in youth violence. They are hoping to form more collaborative working relationships among youth leaders from different Seattle neighborhoods, perhaps through neighborhood-based youth councils. In a similar vein, Stefanie reported working with a new youth intern and his supervisor at American Friends Service Committee. The three of them will be organizing to create and LGBTQ service providers’ coalition in Seattle.  

North and East King County: Laura Quinn, Organizer

Laura reported that the CARE Team (Cultural Awareness Resources and Education) group, of which she is co-chair, had just held their first Community Conversation of the year.  The topic of the conversation was “Racial Disparity in our Community (Northshore/ Shoreline)”.  This conversation was held using the World Café format and generated some interesting discussions.  A follow up meeting to determine future focuses of this group is scheduled for December.  Laura was also going to travel to Skykomish to interview members of the Prevention Team about their new 
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emphasis on involving adults as well as youth to reduce underage drinking, as well as about their experiences at the Prevention Summit in Yakima.  This interview is to be turned into an article for a State newsletter.  Laura also mentioned that she is working with Community Health and Safety Networks who have been zeroed out in Gov. Gregoire’s proposed budget.  The Community Organizing Program and the Networks have been part of an effort to help school districts analyze and use their Healthy Youth data in a more effective manner.
South King County: Cheryl Hanson, Organizer

Cheryl reported that the Game of Life Conference will be held on December 9th and 10th in Kent.  The conference is expecting over 250 youth each day, representing middle schools from Kent, Renton, Tahoma, Auburn, and Highline school districts.  This prevention and education conference is developed by the Kent Youth Council.  Cheryl also mentioned that Vashon Island is planning a Block Watch training in early December.  Cheryl has been working with Sgt. Theodore Boe from the Sheriff’s Dept., and that she and the Sgt. Are looking for a Block Watch captain before the training is held.  Cheryl is also working with the Vashon Island Food Bank to plan a safety training.  Cheryl will travel to Vashon on December 4th to meet with service providers and to work on the community education plan for 2009 with our funding going to a youth group and to Vashon Island Youth and Family Services for enhancement of their outreach services.  In the Black Diamond area, Cheryl reported that the Get on Track program is still going strong with youth attending weekly meetings at the Community Center, while in Maple Valley, the youth coalition held a retreat in November for training in the DATEWISE Program.  The Community Organizing Program will continue to support that program in 2009 with outreach to other South King County schools. 
· BOARD BUSINESS

Board Recruitment
Helena reported that she had approached Judy Manchester with the City of Kirkland about joining the Board.  Laura Quinn had gotten her an information packet about the Board and Judy has agreed to come to the January meeting.  Helena also mentioned that she had spoken with Rob Beem with the City of Shoreline about possibly joining the Board as well, and that he was considering it.  It was discussed that we still need representation for a parent or PTA member on the Board and several names were mentioned.  

Legislative Updates:  

Liz reported on the status of the Wine and Beer Sampling legislation.  She reported that some stores did not seem to be complying with the proscription to 
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keep the beer and wine away from where children might be in the store.  She also reported on a bill that would allow nightclubs with liquor licenses to let in minors.  Liz said that she would get us more information on this bill, including who is sponsoring it.  Cheryl Hanson gave a brief report on the status to date of our Federal money.
January Meeting

As the January meeting is meant to be an orientation for new Board members, we had a group discussion on what that meeting should look like.  The consensus seemed to be that we should give a history of the program, as well as to explain how we were organized geographically with each community organizer serving a different area, including an overview of the mini-grant process.  The role of the Board was also deemed to be an important topic.  The staff mentioned that they thought it was important to involve Laura Edwards in designing this meeting as soon as she got back to the office, and the Board concurred.
Other Items:
The Board and Staff discussed the trend of girls being involved in the sex industry and girls participating in on line nudity.  It was decided that more information was needed.  Stefanie Fox, the Greater Seattle Organizer who attends a prostitution prevention meeting and Helen Stephens Board member would do some focused data gathering and we will discuss this again in January.
Reminder:  King County/ MHCADSD Legislative Forum will be held on Thursday December 11, 2008 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at St. Marks Cathedral, Bloedel Hall, 1245 10th Avenue East, Seattle, Washington 

Anyone interested in attending “The Art and Science of Community Organizing Training-2009” January 27, 28, 29 and March 18, 19, 2009, Olympia, Washington contact Laura at laura.edwards@kingcounty.gov .   

NEXT MEETING

Tuesday, January 27th, 2008 at WSU King County Extension

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

200 Mill Avenue South

Suite 100

Renton, WA 98057
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