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MAINTAIN CURRENT FUNDING LEVELS

BACKGROUND:
In light of the current projected state budget shortfall, King County recognizes that making substantial budget requests of the state is not realistic.  The County is faced with our own significant budget challenges.   As such our requests are minimal or statutory in nature.   We request that the state maintain the current substance abuse funding levels for King County.  Specifically, we are concerned that programs such as the Group Care Enhancement, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Outstation Chemical Dependency Counselors, and Children’s Administration Chemical Dependency Counselors may be vulnerable as they are funded as outstation positions and are not operated on a fee-for-service basis.  

ISSUES/CHALLENGES:
These programs are critical components of the treatment continuum and must be maintained.  The state has wisely invested in expanding access to chemical dependency treatment in the past several years, recognizing that treatment saves the state money in the long term by reducing associated costs in the criminal justice and emergency medical systems.  Reducing funding now would undo much of the progress that has been made in reducing the impact of substance abuse on our community.  These outstation positions work with some of the most venerable clients in our system and must be maintained.  Reducing funding in substance abuse services in these areas will result in greater costs in medical services and criminal justice programs. 
DATA:
Investing in substance abuse treatment is cost effective.  One study of substance abuse treatment cost in California indicated that the cost per patient of $1,583 is associated with a societal benefit of $11,487 in return, which is more than a 7-to-1 ratio of benefit to costs. The ratio rose to 9-to-1 when the researchers inflated arrest data to approximate actual crimes committed.  
The Washington State Division of Alcohol and Substance Abuse data on cost savings related to treatment of Medicaid clients funded under Treatment Expansion are exceeding the original budget assumptions. For adult Medicaid Disabled clients, medical savings are now estimated to be $295 per treated client per month, compared to $200 in the original appropriation.
RECOMMENDATIONS/LEGISLATIVE ACTION:
Maintain our current substance abuse funding levels.  While we recognize that reductions at the state level are inevitable we ask that these cuts be made in partnership with counties and not at the expense of clients served.           
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