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Ron Sims 
King County Executive 

 
King County Charter Review Commission 

Public Hearing Summary – April 15, 2008 
RiverRock Grill and Ale House, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm  

 
 
The 2007-2008 Charter Review Commission held the last of its four public hearings on 
Tuesday, April 15th, 2008 at the RiverRock Grill and Ale House.  The purpose of the 
meetings was to gather input from the public about the amendments the Charter Review 
Commission is proposing.   
 
Commissioner John Jensen chaired the meeting.  Other commissioners in attendance 
were Tara Jo Heinecke, Gary Long, Gov. Mike Lowry and Allan Munro.  In addition, 
Councilmember Reagan Dunn (District 9), Jay Covington, Renton CAO and Renton City 
Councilmember Parker King were present. 
 
Councilmember Dunn thanked the Commission for its work. 
 
Mr. Jensen gave opening remarks and introduced the commissioners.  Commission staff 
member Becky Spithill gave a presentation on the charter process to date.  
Commissioners discussed each of the recommendations, with the exception of 
recommendation about qualifications, clarifying the appointment process and transitory 
provisions, which staff presented. 
 
Mr. Jensen opened the floor to citizen comments.  Seven people made remarks; a total of    
14 citizens attended the hearing. 
 
Comments on recommendations and actions 
 
 

1. Open Space Amendment (2 comments) 
 

Tom Carpenter – expressed objections to OSA amendment 
Pat Traub – strongly supports the OSA 

 
2. Unincorporated and Rural Area Representation (2 comments) 
 

Tom Carpenter – expressed some objections to the amendment 
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Pat Traub – Supports the amendment, but has concerns that rural citizens will not 
be represented and wants the senior official to be from rural areas. 

 
3. Anti-Discrimination (2 comments)  

 
Kathy Sakahari (Board member, Religious Coalition for Equality) – supports 
adding the language that includes “gender identity.”  The county legal definition 
is different than the state definition, and to minimize ambiguity, protection of 
gender identity and expression should be made explicit to protect transgender 
people and people who do not fit traditional gender stereotypes. 
 
Becky Cox (President of the League of Women Voters King County South and 
speaking on behalf of the LWV-Seattle) – the League of Women Voter’s formal 
statement includes a recommendation to add gender identity to the protected 
classes in the anti-discrimination amendment. 

 
4. King County Library System (2 comments) 
 

Barbara Spindel (representing KCLS Patrons) – supports amendment and 
appreciates the Commission’s letters to the Council, the Executive and the Board 
of Trustees.   
 
Phyllis Forester – supports amendment  (emphasizes rural nature of KCLS) 
 

Additional comments on the amendments:  
 

  Becky Cox (President of the League of Women Voters King County South and 
speaking on behalf of the LWV-Seattle) – the League of Women Voter’s formal 
statement is attached to this summary, and expresses support for most of the CRC’s 
recommendations, and adds campaign financing as an area of concern and a 
recommendation to add gender identity to the protected classes in the anti-
discrimination amendment. 

 
  Jay Covington (Board member for the Suburban Cities Association) – the SCA’s 

formal statement is attached to this summary and expresses support for many of the 
CRC’s recommendations, including those amendments pertaining to regional 
committees. Specifically, the SCA states:  

 
o The amendment regarding the Regional Committees does not include all 

elements brought forward by the SCA, but still believes much progress 
was made and supports the amendment. 

o SCA supports the Senior Official for Unincorporated Areas amendment, 
and believes that it may help to address the issues it had previously 
brought to the Commission’s attention regarding urban annexation. 
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o SCA supports the amendment for the citizen initiative process, and though 
it does not require a supermajority vote to amend the charter as SCA had 
suggested, it does set an appropriately high bar for the signature threshold.  

o SCA believes that the amendment requiring the council take action on all 
Commission recommendations is a step in the right direction, and supports 
the amendment. 

 
  Instant Runoff Voting (1 comment) 
 

Kelly Haughton (Gig Harbor resident and Pierce County charter review 
commissioner) – supports IRV as a charter amendment and, at the request of John 
Jensen, provided explanation of how IRV would operate in a United States 
Presidential election, as it would play out from a voter’s perspective.  King 
County Charter Review Commission should take note of the following: 

  Supreme Court ruling changing Washington State primary system from 
pick a party to top-two candidates 

  Non-partisan initiative goes to the ballot this November 
  IRV eliminates voting for the lesser of two evils 
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