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Ron Sims 
King County Executive 

 
King County Charter Review Commission 

Public Hearing Summary – April 14, 2008 
Preston Community Center, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm  

 
The 2007-2008 Charter Review Commission held the third of four public hearings on 
Monday, April 14th, 2008 at the Preston Community Center.  The purpose of the meetings 
was to gather input from the public about the amendments the Charter Review 
Commission is proposing.   
 
Commissioner Doreen Cato chaired the meeting.  Other commissioners in attendance 
were Sarah Rindlaub, Tara Jo Heinecke, John Jensen, Gov. Mike Lowry and Allan 
Munro.  In addition, Ava Frisinger, Mayor of Issaquah, spoke on behalf of the Suburban 
Cities Association.   
 
Ms. Cato gave opening remarks and introduced the commissioners.  Commissioners 
discussed each of the recommendations. Commission staff member Corrie Watterson 
Bryant gave a presentation on the charter process to date. Bob Burns of King County 
DNRP provided further explanation about the selection of properties for the OSA.   
 
Ms. Cato opened the floor to citizen comments.  Jeff McMorris, Chief of Staff for 
Councilmember Kathy Lambert (District 3) read a statement on behalf of Councilmember 
Lambert.  Six people made remarks; a total of 15 citizens attended the meeting. 
 
Comments on recommendations and actions: 
 

1. Open Space Amendment (1 comment) 
Ed Schein’s – supports the OSA. Mr. Schein’s formal statement is 
attached to this summary. 

 
2. Sheriff’s Office (1 comment) 

Jeff McMorris commented on behalf of Councilmember Kathy Lambert – 
recommended that the Commission more closely follow the 
recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Panel and give authority for 
bargaining working conditions to the Sheriff. 

 
3. Unincorporated and Rural Area Representation (2 comments)  
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Jeff McMorris commented on behalf of Councilmember Kathy Lambert – 
recommended that the senior official be a cabinet level position and an 
appointment that would require Council confirmation. 
 
Gloria Benson – supports the spirit of the CRC’s amendments but 
recommends that the UA senior official live in rural and/or unincorporated 
areas and that he or she is not just a figurehead.  In addition, if the senior 
official is in the Executive Office, this is a concern since the Executive has 
been the least sympathetic to rural issues.   

 
4. King County Library System (1 comment) 
 

 
Additional comments: 
 
 Endorsement of the recommendations package (1 comment) 

Ava Frisinger (Issaquah Mayor, and President of the Board of Directors, 
Suburban Cities Association) – the SCA’s formal statement (as presented by Jay 
Covington on April 15th)  is attached to this summary and expresses support for 
most of the CRC’s recommendations, including those amendments pertaining to 
regional committees. 

 
 Gender identity and expression (1 comment) 

 
 Instant Runoff Voting (2 comments) 

Claude Ginsburg – support (do not postpone recommending IRV) 
 








	Preston
	Preston comments 1
	SCA comments



