
 
King County Superior Court:  Probate, Guardianship and Mental Illness Filings 

 
 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Probate 5054 4976 5016 4808 4857 5082 4876 5137 5363 5373 5110 5203

Guardianship 966 871 859 885 984 832 831 876 885 901 849 893

Mental Illness 1916 1920 2148 2068 2189 2317 2342 2226 2397 2512 2727 3059
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The filings are new cases initiated in the King County Superior Court in the specific year.  
 



 

King County Superior Court:  Probate, Guardianship and Mental Illness 
Clearance Rate 

 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Probate 98% 95% 98% 98% 97% 98% 96% 95% 101% 106% 99% 100%

Guardianship 94% 101% 93% 97% 85% 99% 89% 91% 110% 114% 107% 106%

Mental Illness 98% 99% 98% 103% 97% 101% 101% 97% 97% 94% 91% 100%
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Clearance rate is defined as the number of resolved (outgoing) cases as a percentage of the number of 
new filing (incoming) cases in the same year. A number over 100% indicates that the court disposes of 
more cases than it receives.  
 
Regarding time standards for mental illness, probate, and guardianship cases, neither the state of 
Washington nor King County Superior Court currently have adopted standards in these areas.   

 


