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JURY SELECTION IN CIVIL CASES

Voir dire is conducted under the direction of the court.  The court has the responsibility to ensure a fair trial and to remind the jurors of the fundamental principles that govern civil trials.  Counsel may be interrupted without objection.

The following types of questions are generally improper:

1. Repetitive or embarrassing questions;

2. Questions meant to establish a rapport with a juror;

3. Questions that anticipate an instruction on the law or ask a juror’s opinion on the law;

4. Questions that ask a juror to speculate on a verdict if certain facts are proved;

5. Questions to which the average jury would not likely know the answer;

6. Questions that are argument of the evidence and not meant to obtain information from a juror;

7. Questions that are irrelevant to a juror’s qualifications; and, 

8. Questions that ask a juror to define legal terms.

Attached is a list of general questions the court will ask.  They are subject to supplementation or change depending on the circumstances of the case.

If counsel intend to inquire into matters not usually pursued on voir dire, counsel must notify the court ahead of time.  

Your cooperation will ensure a thorough and prompt selection of the jury. 

Judge Julie A. Spector
Dept 3
	1. Have you heard of this case before?

	
	

	2. Do you know any of the parties in this case, either the plaintiff or the defendant?


	
	

	3. Have any of you had any business dealings with either the plaintiff or the defendant companies?


	
	

	4. Have you had any business dealings with either the plaintiff or the defendant?

	
	

	5. The plaintiff is represented by __________________ of the law firm of _________________.  Do any of you know ___________________________ or have any of you had any contact with any members of his/her law firm?


	
	

	6. The defendant ___________________________is represented by ________________ of the firm of _______________________.  Do any of you know ______________________ or have any of you had any contact with any members of his/her law firm?



	
	

	7. Do any of you know any of the following individuals who may be called as witnesses in this case:  (joint statement of evidence:  witnesses)







	
	

	8. It is anticipated that the trial will last ___ days.  Does this schedule present an undue hardship to any prospective juror?

	
	

	9. Do you or any of your relatives or close friends have any connection in any way with the court system or the administration of justice?


	
	

	10.  Have any of you been a witness in a court proceeding?

	
	

	11. Have any of you served as a juror in a civil case?  

	
	

	12. Have any of you served as a juror in a criminal case?  

	
	

	13. Has any prospective juror ever studied or practiced law, medicine, or ______________?

	
	

	14. Do any of you have any ethical, moral or philosophical views that  may cause you to feel uncomfortable sitting as a juror in a case where one party is asking for a money judgment against another?


	
	

	15. This case involves an __________________________.  Have any of you or a close friend or relative had any experience with a similar or related type of case or incident?


	
	

	16. Evidence may show that events in this case took place at or near ___________.   Are any prospective jurors particularly familiar with this location?
	
	

	17. Evidence presented in this case may discuss ______________.  Do any prospective jurors have such strong feelings about ___________ that you would not be able to act impartially?

	
	

	18. Do any prospective jurors  have an ailment that would make it uncomfortable to sit for several hours a day during trial (such as a bad back, etc.)?

	
	

	19. Does any prospective juror have any other ailment or disability that you believe would prevent you from sitting as a juror in this case?
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


