KING COUNTY Councllmembers (L-R) Jane Hague, Kathy Lambert,‘.
Larry Gossett, Reagan Dunn, and Larry Phillips came to the Ravensdale
-area to listen to testimeonies. concernmg the 2008 ng County Comprehen- :

sive Plan Update.

AUDIENCE M MBERS ‘waif their turn to testify before ng County’s

Growth Management & Natural Résources Committee at a public hearing
(held on Thursday, April:3 at Tahoma Jr: High School i in the Ravensdale

~area) concerning the 2008 Klng County Comprehenswe Plan Update.

King County Comprehenswe Plan pubhc hearmg held in Ravensdale area

Contmumg to gather public in-
put as to the Executive’s proposed

2008 King County Comprehensive

" Plan Update, King' County" Council-

" meinbers made theit way to ‘Tahoma -
Jr. High in the Ravensdale area on -

Thursday, April 3, where they lis-

tened to local leaders as well as com- -
mimity members voice thelr oplnlons i

on the Update.

Councilmembers’ present at the
meeting ‘included ' Growth Manage-
ment & Natural Resources Commit-

tee Chair, Larry ‘Gossett; Vice Chair, -

Jane Hague; this area’s representa-
tive, Reagan- Dunn, Larry Phllhps,
and Kathy Lambert.

During introductions - of each of
the Councilmembers; Lambert, who
represents the largest land area of the
County in the northeast section, en-
couraged- everyone coming to-testify
to be “brutally honest™ aborit the ef-
fects and impacts the Comprehensrve
Plan would have on them. As the eve-
ning’s testimonies -ytifolded;- “many
took her. comment to heart. :

As the only ng County { Councll-
. member llvmg in’ the greater Maple
liy

the Donut Hole He empha31zed very

emphatically’ that Maple. Valleyn eds -
“to be at the table When it comeés to the .

planmng of that site because impacts
to the City will be so great. He also
stated the he was watching the Cov-
ington/Jenkins Creek “Notch” public

testimony very closely to understand

the community’s concerns.

With approximately 60- 70 people
in attendance, Maple Valley Deputy
Mayor Glenn Smith was. first to take

the microphone. Stating that he was -

“profoundly disappointed” with King
County so far, he continued that he
wanted the County to get on with a

joint planning process ‘between the:

County-and City. After spelling. out
four poiits for the County to consid-

er,; Smith asked the County to “please

work with us.”
Drawing a chuckle at the beginning

of her testimony was Maple. Valley

Councilmember Linda Johnson. In
her comment, she-stated that she was
not really surprised that the County
and City were having such a tough

. time gettmg together with the Donut
‘Hole issue. After all, she stated, the
two jutisdictions can’t even: agree on’
a'name; King_ County calls the area”

— the Summit Pit — while Maple Val-

ley has come to know the 156 acre”

area as- - the Donut Hole:

" She went on to ask-the. County to-
‘follow their own ordmances as-well =
as_to suspend ‘the current Request‘f.

for, Proposal (REP) to, immediately
sell the land. She-asked that the land

use today — recreation and a main- -

tenance facility — are two things. the

‘City needs.. She emphasmed that the
City does not need thousands of more.
" homes on what'is today recreatlon

land.

Taking his ‘turn at the mlcrophone, ;

Maple Valley Councilmember Noel

Gerken echoed the previous Council- .

members by stating that Maple Val-

ley-still did nothave a.serious place at

the, “table”, and:called on the County
to work with- Maple Valley. He also

- stressed that in working together; the_

‘County needed tohave respect for:lo-

, cal government — such as Maple Val-

the: recommendatlons for the . Donut
Hole, Councilmember Layne. Barnes
challenged- that “the: docunient was
flawed. - Of. eoneern: toxhim :was'the

lack-of any. envuonmental features ’

within the document, -
TIn his testimony, Rick Perez a Ma-

ple Valley citizen, called on County.

Councilmembers not to reward the

" Executive for his behavior — as it re-

flected on the County Council as a
whole. He suggested that the County

. go with an R-6 zoning for thé Donut.-

Hole, rather than the proposed R-8,

as-it more accurately reflected the »
) surroundmg area. Yet another citizen
stated that he had a lot of confidence

in the local “electeds” and does not
want anything t6 happer to the area

until Maple Valley has it under thelr ’

jurisdiction. :

The City of Black Diamond was
not w1thout concerns- when it came
to the John Henry Mine area. For-
mer Councilmember; and -active in
his watch over the environment, was

George McPhersonr The: C1ty Thas had

3 /corporat' d

.a long standlng concern about what

waste products are -being dumped

. into the miné. and its- affects further °
- down thiehill with Lake Sawyer ‘He
- stated that if the'City was in control .

“ofthe. John Henry Mine: area, it would
. be able to-have a bigget impact in the.
'.'"reclamation process of the mine. - -~

Andy * Williamson, - Black Dia-.

»mond’s Economic. Development Di-

rector, read the. followmg statement: .
into the record - “The City:of Black

Diamond will only be able to whole-
- -heartedly. - support, the- inclusion : of
" the John Henry Mine into the Urban .

Growth Agreement and Potential An-

‘nexation Area at the time that agree- .
.ments are‘in place that-assure it will

be developed in a way ‘that: protects
the énvironment, is. consistent with -
the ‘intent and. purpose of the Black

. Diamond Urban Growth Area Agree-

ment the Black Diamond Open Space

‘Agreemerit and their implementing
- regulations,” and that . ownershlp has.
transferred-to: Yarrow Bay.

" Then-there-wete a number of com-=

_ ments coming forward conceming -
»the Covmgton/Jenkms Creek Notch »

big- boxes ‘or fo- become urbamzed
along " with ‘the denisity it could bring.
Théy alsovoiced concerned about the
vC1ty of Covmgton not: bemg able to
service the area properly as the C1ty

‘dld not have thelr own fire/police de-

- partments or schools.

They. ‘were also very concerned
about Jenkins Creek itself. Testimo-
" nies-as.to what would happen to all

- the wildlife in the area as well. as

salmon were voiced. One commumty :
member ‘stated that King County is
the gatekeeper when it.comes to pro-
tecting the area — and ‘that it should

. stay unmcorporated .

- Qther testimonies from commumty
members that were brought forward
included the Lake Desire area, Sno-
qualmie I-90/Hwy. 18 area, the Solly
Utban growth area border expansion .
in east Renton. There were also a
couple of other comment made, one "

-coricerning DDES, - which, accord-

ing to the speaker, was killing family
business homeowners, and a second

.comment from a Hobart citizen want-

irig more access to open space for dls-
abled citizens.
Rounding . out the meetmg was

: Maple Valley City Manager, Anthony

Hemstad, who stated that he felt the
County was striking a bad policy
when it came to the Donut Hole issue.

ies Assoc1at10n in ng County have '
unammously -asked King County to
not move forward on the Donut Hole
without joint planning and a pre-an-
nexation agréemeént in place between
King County and Maple Valley. ’




