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King County Veterans’ Advisory Board

Meeting Summary

September 16, 2008 10:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m.

King County Veterans’ Program Office – Renton
Call to Order
Chairman Woodruff called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m. 

Roll Call
Board Members Present:  Rick Woodruff (Chairman), Thomas C. Leonard, Doug Hoople, Robert Hair, Lyle Stevenson, Art Dammkoehler, Eddie Jensen, Ray Miller, 
Stan Gunno, Bill Metcalf, Harry Brown, Anthony Ferrucci
Board Members Excused/Absent: 
Bill Wood, Debra Wood, Ray Tomlinson, Roger Welles, Zach Wooden, Karl Gustifson
County Staff Present: 
Joel Estey, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) King County Veterans’ Program (KCVP); Rita Sanchez, KCVP

Review of Meeting Summary
The draft May meeting summary was reviewed and no edits were identified.

ACTION: 

The May meeting summary was approved

Committee Reports

Appeals:  An update was provided regarding the most recent appeals heard by Doug Hoople, Ray Miller, and Rick Woodruff.  The KCVP Program Manager will research this topic and report back to the board. 
Programs:  There was a presentation made by Kira Mountjoy-Pepka regarding her work with Susan Avilla-Smith, Director of Women Organizing Women.  This is an advocacy group for sexually traumatized soldiers and is seeking funding to assist these soldiers.
Levy: Doug Hoople stated that the levy board would be working with county staff on the communications plan and the KCVP Web site.  The Levy board is especially anxious to hear about the proposed telephone hotline.  
Publicity: Board members would like more visibility by utilizing news releases and attending more community events.  Staff should develop a script for speaking events.
Monthly Reports

Financial:  Report made by Joel Estey addressing the state of the KCVP and voucher services.  Joel stated that due to increased requests for financial assistance, KCVP is designing a strategy to meet the needs of veterans and stay within the budget.  Joel advised the board that Fred Steele would be the appropriate individual to ask about specific program services.  Rick Woodruff requested that Fred attend subsequent board meetings. 

Old Business

· Joint County Board Meeting: Joint work between the counties is a priority for the board.  Joel stated that Pierce County Veterans Advisory Council (PCVAC) is hosting an annual legislative day later this year (KCVP board members attended the PCVAC event last year).  It was suggested that KCVP board members and other county veterans’ boards attend this PCVAC event to observe.  Rick Woodruff requested another meeting with Pierce, Kitsap and Snohomish counties.

· The county will likely purchase licenses to use a database that will be purchased by Safe Harbors saving thousands of dollars. 

· Auburn Building: Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs (WDVA) and KCVP staff members are providing services at this location on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  Clients living in South King County are asked to visit the Auburn facility for assistance.  As services become known to the surrounding communities, it is likely that demand will increase.  The Auburn office combined with the new service outreach work (by Estey) will help more rural veterans to access county and state services. 

New Business

· County Veterans Coalition (CVC) One-Day Regional Conferences

· Kitsap County held the first one-day CVC conference in May.  Five counties in the North (Snohomish, Skagit, Whatcom, Island and San Juan) are planning a similar one-day event later this fall.  The “regional concept” of the one-day events has helped counties network, collaborate to a greater extent, and increase service integration and cross utilization of regional services. 

· Levy Board Nominees:  Doug Hoople asked the board to begin thinking about nominations for the Levy Oversight Board positions, and will raise this issue at a future meeting.  The KCVP Advisory Board nominated Bill Wood to continue his service on the Veterans Citizen Levy Oversight Board.
Good of the Order

· Ray Miller provided an update on a special project he is involved with to help homeless veterans with housing and, if warranted, assist them in buying their own homes. 

· Estey reminded members to attend the second annual Military Kids and Families Summit in Tacoma on November 14.  He also gave updates on the status of the National Guard contract and the Memorandum of Understanding.  
· Estey also shared an update on his efforts working with rural communities and providing services to rural veterans.
· The subject of future meetings and locations was discussed.  The next meeting will be held in South County and in the evening if possible.  Some members expressed concern about evening meetings and the difficulty of driving during the winter months.  It was agreed that since the advisory board is called the “King County” advisory board, it would be advisable to hold meetings in other regions of the county and at times when working veterans could attend.  KCVP staff will explore this issue. 

Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
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