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King County Veterans’ Advisory Board Annual Retreat
Meeting Summary

May 20, 2008 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Washington State Patrol Fire Training Academy – North Bend
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Joel Estey at 10:35 a.m.

Roll Call
A quorum was declared.
Board Members Present:  Chair Rick Woodruff , Roger Welles, Stan Gunno, Thomas C. Leonard, Doug Hoople, Robert Hair, Harry Brown, Lyle Stevenson, David Waggoner, Anthony Ferrucci, Art Dammkoehler, Ray Miller
County Staff Present:  Joel Estey, King County Veterans’ Program (KCVP), Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS); Rita Sanchez, KCVP
Joel Estey opened the meeting with a welcome and introductions, and shared the logistics for the day.  He then provided a King County Veterans’ Program (KCVP) overview and updates on the Auburn office, staffing changes, and outreach.  Joel also introduced the Pierce County Veterans’ Program Representatives.

Chairperson Rick Woodruff led the discussion about the vision for 2008, including the following topics:
· What can the Board accomplish?

· The board will work to organize legislative action 

· The Joint Advisory Board will continue to work with other counties 

· The board will build stronger connections with the County Veterans Coalition (CVC)
Board member Doug Hoople provided an overview of the Veterans and Human Services Levy and the Oversight Board, saying that it is important to have input for the next Service improvement Plan (SIP) if the levy is renewed in 2011.
Action Steps for 2008
· Set up Legislative Committee 

· Meet with Pierce County representatives
· Communication with CVC Board (need contacts)

· More outreach in the community and talking to veterans
· Changes in service needs (incorporating National Guard and others)
· Build relationships with other counties

· Create a Speaker Committee trained with talking points to speak at Council meetings, Chambers of Commerce, City Councils, Rotary Clubs and other organizations
· Promote KCVP services to Veteran Service Officers (VSO)
Session Reports
Programs

· Educate the public about what KCVP services are available
· Promote services in the community (housing, employment, and transportation)
Outreach

· Create smaller posters easier to place in a variety of locations
· Get van up and running to do work in the field
Expansion of Services

· Improve access to services
· Create Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) counseling groups 

· Improve publicity of KCVP and services (word of mouth, festivals, fairs, schools, and police/fire stations)
New Business

· The Chairperson announced that he would select members for the Legislative Committee along with the existing Board.  All members will help to gather information and contacts to assist with the Legislative Agenda.
· Legislative Committee members are:

· Doug Hoople

· Ray Miller

· Rick Woodruff

· Stan Gunno

· Roger Welles

Petitions/Communications (Public Comment)

None
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m.
