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King County Veterans’ Advisory Board

Meeting Summary

January 22, 2008 10:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m.

King County Veterans’ Program Office – Renton
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chair Rick Woodruff at 10:35 a.m.

Roll Call
A quorum was declared.
Board Members Present:  Chair Rick Woodruff , Roger Welles, Stan Gunno, Thomas C. Leonard, Doug Hoople, Robert Hair, Bill Wood, Lyle Stevenson, Debra Wood, Anthony Ferrucci, Art Dammkoehler 
County Staff Present:  Joel Estey, King County Veterans’ Program (KCVP), Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS); Rita Sanchez, KCVP
Review of Meeting Summary
The draft October meeting summary was reviewed and no revisions were identified.

ACTION: The October meeting summary was approved.
Committee Reports

Appeals:  None
Budget and Finance: Joel discussed the money being used for vouchers and the hiring of new staff for the Renton office.  
Programs:  Talked about a rental assistance program, which is different form the King County Veterans’ Program and is more like a guarantee for landlords.  The program provides the damage deposit when veterans move into a rental.  
The Veterans’ Advisory Board elected Roger Welles to be the representative for the new Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) Board.  This role will allow him to work with other professionals in the field and address problems associated with PTSD, as well as seek solutions. 
King County Veterans’ Program social workers are now working the front counter.  The front desk is dedicated to making appointments for clients, allowing more time for social workers to do case management for clients.
The Auburn Veterans Memorial Building has been dedicated and the group discussed ideas for utilizing this location.  

Legislative:  The King County Advisory Board was briefed on some pertinent legislative issues (over 20 bills, such as tuition waivers, veterans’ war highways, and senior veterans’ relief).
Monthly reports:  The group discussed a proposal on getting more information about the Housing Project, such as expenditures and tracking.  The Program Manager also distributed an Annual Voucher Report showing the details for voucher spending for 2007 (did not include Renton’s voucher spending).
Old Business

· Joel discussed buying a new database tracking system for the program because the current system is outdated.  This program will be compatible and will interface easily with other agencies. 
· The number of contracted beds for 2008 will be increasing.  KCVP will be utilizing 5-8 beds at The Compass Center, an additional 10 beds at the William Booth Center and 5 beds at the Indian Center.  Work-ready clients will be eligible to use these beds.
· Auburn Office:  The Board would like to see Service Officers located at that site.  Staff is still working on the best way to utilize this location.  
· National Guard Contract:  At this time we don’t know which office will house the new National Guard Family Assistance Center Coordinator.

New Business

· The KCVP Annual Meeting will be held on Monday, February 25, 2008.  Elections will be held for those with expiring terms.
Petitions/Communications (Public Comment)

None
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.
